
MALA ROCKINGHAM BRANCH 

SYNOPSIS for Session Three  
 22nd June to 20th July 2022 

 
THE NEUROSCIENCE OF MUSIC AND MATURE WELLBEING 

9.30 to 11.00 am  -   Dr Ronniet Orlando & Emeritus Prof Alan Harvey 
In the first week Alan Harvey will share his expertise about the human brain’s structure and function. 
He will expand on this introduction to neuroscience in the second lecture, with a journey through 
music, the brain and evolution, explaining why we need music as well as language. The importance of 
musical activity for social harmony and cooperation will be emphasised. 

Alan is an Emeritus Professor at UWA. He is a neuroscientist, but also passionate about music and its impact on 
humanity. His book ‘Music, Evolution, and the Harmony of Souls’ was published by OUP in 2017.  
 

Dr Ronniet will then talk about the prevalence, symptoms and implications of dementia and some 
other age-related conditions. In week four her focus will be on music and memory, and in the final 
lecture she will talk about the empirical evidence for other interventions, such as exercise, in improving 
outcomes and mature wellbeing. 

 Ronniet is a violinist and researcher. Her PhD explored the therapeutic use of live music.  
 

MEDICINE AND SCIENCE 
11.30am to 1.00 pm – Prof Charles Oxnard  
 SNAPSHOTS OF MEDICINE AND SCIENCE    

     A series covering the topics - A Sixty Year Love Affair with Bone;   PAIN-Just one word is enough! 
     What do you really want to know about Dementia? :   CRISPER: What is it? What is it good for?   
      And Medicine: A Fork in the Road 
 
      Charles Oxnard: Doctor, Scientist, Anthropologist, Dean, and Emeritus Professor: whose experience ranges across  
      three continents, four universities, and over 70 years.   An amazing almost nonagenarian, his stamina and   
      enthusiasm are an inspiration to all those he continues to share his remarkable breadth of knowledge with.         
      Welcome back Charles. 
 

The ART of DRAWING TECHNIQUE  
            1.00 to 3.00 pm – Marilyn Fahie  

This course will focus on the technique of pencil drawing, the basis of all art.  
 If you like drawing, or would like to start, this course will show how to create the lovely effects that 
can be achieved in pencil. I will demonstrate how to illustrate different textures and shading and basic 
skills in drawing.  If you are looking for an inexpensive and satisfying pastime this is an ideal way to get 
started.      
• Things to bring Staedtler pencils HB, 2b 6b | A 2-hole pencil sharpener.  

A Derwent Battery Eraser is recommended, $13 at Sound Business Supplies or a little cheaper at Red 
Dot; 
but a retractable eraser is an option.  Also bring a plain eraser too. 
Tortillon blenders  -  available from Red Dot, The Reject Shop or in a stationary department Paper is 
supplied.  
 
Marilyn is an accomplished teacher, illustrator of books and a noted court artist with experience spanning many 
decades. You may have seen her work in news reports on court proceedings on TV and in the printed media.    

We welcome Marilyn to Mala Rockingham 


