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MATURE ADULT LEARNING ASSOC.   TERM 3 – SEMESTER 2 –  2021 –  
Dates held 11th,18th,25th August and 1st, 8th September 

held at Rockingham Central Library  
SYNOPSIS of COURSES  

 
Session 1: Discovering the racialized other: -During the 19th Century, the rise of ''scientific 
racism provided a useful set of tools for the colonial activities of several European empires. 
These pseudo-scientific thought-systems helped colonial authorities dispossess and 
marginalize local peoples. 
Session 2:  "Jedda, the Uncivilized" -  
This 1955 film by Australian director, Charles Chauvel, is noteworthy for several reasons:   

• It was the first Australian film to be shot in colour 
• It was nominated for the Golden Palm Award at the Cannes Film Festival 
• It was the first Australian film to include Aboriginal actors in its two leading roles 

More importantly, it provides a clear and useful example of 'scientific' racism at work in the 
imaginations of non-Indigenous Australians in the 1950s. 
Session 3: Europe's project of civilization 
Building on what we've learnt about the use of 'science' to shore up racialized imaginings of 
Indigenous peoples, this topic explores Europe's philosophical commitment to its own 
civilizational superiority during the 1800s. 
Session 4: 'Wilderness 
European maritime expansionism and colonial efforts were underpinned by not simply a 
commitment to spreading their idea of what it means to be civilized around the globe, but 
also by a deep-seated belief that their god had presented them with a world that was wild, 
disordered, unused - 'wilderness' - and that it was their task to civilize it. 
Session 5: Leaving nature alone 
This final topic sets up a number of questions regarding the consequences of seeing 'nature' 
and 'humans' as always separate from each other, not just for 'nature,' but for Indigenous 
people and settler Australians. 
 
Prof. Michael Prince worked at Murdoch University for 22 years, originally as the Co-ordinator of 
Murdoch's Aboriginal Bridging Program. For the last 12 years, he taught and was the Academic Chair 
of Murdoch's Australian Indigenous Studies program, and taught undergraduate and Master's-level 
students on a wide range of issues and topics relating to Australian political history, Indigenous 
popular culture, social justice, and the intersections of Indigenous-versus-western philosophies of 
human/nature relationships. 

* It'd be great if you could ask everyone to watch the film "Jedda" before this second 
session - they could watch it before the term even starts if they want; they'll find it quite 
interesting and probably enjoyable; if anyone ends up not watching it, it'll be fine, because 
I'll explain the plot of the film in the lecture anyway. It's available for free on SBS On 
Demand: https://www.sbs.com.au/ondemand/video/612877891878 

Jedda | SBS On Demand - Charles Chauvel's classic movie tells the story of Jedda, an orphaned 
Arrernte baby who is adopted by a white family. But as Jedda grows up, she is confused over her 
heritage and place in the world.     www.sbs.com.au 

9.30 – 11.00  - Professor Michael Prince  
TITLE – Our Relationship with a Nature and for a Focus on Race and Popular Culture: 
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There is so much written about famous and less famous composers through the ages. Let's 
explore some of the lesser-known aspects of these creative souls and learn more about what 
drove them to produce the wonderful music we still enjoy now – particularly if you enjoy violin 
playing, Ronniet is brilliant – we enjoyed her music a few years ago in class.  This course will be 
interactive, and with live as well as recorded music to enjoy.  

 
Dr Ronniet Orlando is a violinist and researcher.   Following a career as an 
occupational therapist she completed her Phd in Music Psychology 

 

 

• Menopause, Manopause, gives you Pause!  
• Genes, Genomes, and many other 'Omes.  
• Human Evolution: The Conventional Wisdom and Oxnard's Heresies!  
• The Remarkable Bouncing Kidney.  
• Allergies and All That.  
 

Prof. Charles Oxnard: Doing Science and Medicine for 70 years, over 3 continents, pretending 
to be retired, but hopefully still with it! You are the Judges! 
 

 
This five-lecture course will lead you down the remarkable path of the evolving role of DNA 
analysis in identifying the perpetrators of serious crime. After exploring the first homicide case 
ever to be solved by the early technique of DNA fingerprinting, we will progress to the 
development of DNA STR profiling and to the latest technologies, genetic phenotyping and 
genetic genealogy. Each technique will be clearly explained and illustrated with a range of 
fascinating cold cases, most of which were solved only within the past 12 months. We will 
explore the building of family trees to identify relatives of the offender and how that approach 
is used to reveal the name of the perpetrator. We will uncover miscarriages of justice along 
the way, and in one local case reach an unexpected and shocking conclusion!  For those who 
have attended my previous MALA courses, the cases presented in this series will be different, 
but some of the techniques will be familiar to you. 
 
A/Prof. Robert Mead is a Forensic Toxicologist and Biochemist who established the Degree 
Course at Murdoch University. He is also a National Teaching Excellence Award Winner 

 
• Week one:   Vegative arrangement using garden materials. (Bring the garden inside) 
• Week two….Photo frame, using all foliage’s (great gift idea) 
• Week three: Power of one in a vase -sticks and bark and one beautiful bloom. (Make a statement) 
• Week four....Posies made for gift giving or table arrangements. (using jars and jute) 
• Week five… Mystery week to be advised. 
 
Jennie Brookes is a highly qualified and prize winning florist. She studied at TAFE and 
Beaufort Floral Academy before going to the  Flowers Design School in  Perth.  Jennie has 
taught in both Level1 and 2 Certificates of Floristry Course.  

 
Jennie will be available on our Enrolment Day 21st July at 10.00 am – 11.30 am to let you 
know what tools etc., equipment to bring along, and  show you what we are to learn for the 
term. 

11.30 – 1.00  - Professor Charles Oxnard  -  Title:  More on Medicine and Science   

11.30 – 1.00 pm   -   Dr Ronniet Orlando - Title a NEW Look at old Composers  

1.00 – 3.30 pm  JENNIE BROOKES   -  TITLE:       FUN WITH FLOWERS  - held at the 
Autumn Centre –  13th, 20th, 25th August and 3rd, 10th Sept.  

1.30 – 3.00 pm   - Emeritus Professor Bob Mead, Forensic Toxicologist, Murdoch  
University  
THE DNA DETECTIVES:      Catching Cold Case Killers    


