May 2020
The recent easing of restrictions has brought a feeling of hope, but these changes are not
enough for us to return to a normal program. The Perth MALA Committee has met and are
still considering how we can commence operations once the restrictions are relaxed
sufficiently for us to access our meeting place and conduct our lectures.
In the meantime, I am sure I am not alone in not only missing MALA but also the other
activities and groups to which many of us belong. How many of you have had to curtail your
book club readings, your voluntary work with charity groups or your church social
gatherings? Suddenly, the days are not defined by what we used to do. What day is it? Is it
“bin day”? Is it Friday already?
In my case it has been the closing of Melville Woodturners’ woodturning premises
preventing our meetings every Wednesday. This very active group, of which I am also a
committee member, has been keeping in touch through emails via our secretary. Members
have contributed photos of items they have produced during lockdown but we miss our
usual “Show and Tell” where we get to touch, explore the shape and compliment the turner.
It just isn’t the same. I would be surprised if you haven’t had similar feelings about the lack
of contact you have had with your other social groups.
On the plus side, it has meant a closer look at those things I have been delaying for some
time. In my case a look around my wood turning shed suggested it could do with some
tidying. Cleaning up my shed (not high on my agenda most weeks) I found the timber I had
set aside to make a Memory Box for my wife’s granddaughter’s twenty first birthday. So
what is a Memory Box? If you will allow me, let me explain.
Each one I have made has memories for both the recipient and the maker, me.
The photos are of one I have made for Lyn’s granddaughter who spent several years
working on Rottnest Island hence the use of Rottnest Island Pine. But the pine was grown
from seed by me at my property in San Remo, hence my memory.
There was no attempt to use any other timber in this box, unlike others I have made, as the
grain was so lovely it didn’t need any enhancement.
In addition to this one I have made one for my own granddaughter and each of my three
grandsons. Each box has an item or two that have memories from their parents or
grandparents as a prompt to get them started.
Perhaps you too have had a rethink about the lower priority activities in life, which may not
have happened if not for this pandemic.
Stay safe.
Regards
Frank Dymond
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